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Economic Disabilities

The majority of the depressed class people are either labour-
ers or are engaged in other low-paid occupations. Nowhere are
they the owners of land they till.   While in the U.P., Bihar and
Bengal there are no legal impediments to their owning land, in
the Punjab they are statutorily debarred from acquiring proprie-
tary rights in agricultural land.1     They have all been classified
as non-agricultural tribes.   This is a case of grave injustice at
least so far as the Chamars, Dagis and Kolis are concerned.   Mr
Joseph wrote in the Rohtak District Gazetteer: "Of the non-agri-
cultural tribes, Chamars are by far the most important and they
almost deserve to be called agricultural.  Not only is their trade
essential to the farmer but they give a great deal of assistance
either in return for a share of the crop or as day labourers in the
actual process of agriculture, while it is very common to find
them associated in cultivation as sanjhi and dividing the profits/'2
In some parts of Kangra district the Kolis are generally known
as halts or septs, words in common use in the plains for two
classes of agricultural labourers.8   Whether the wrong done to
these people will be undone in the near future is very doubtful
partly because they have no effective voice in the Province, and
partly because the agriculturists who are in a majority in the
Provincial Assembly would not countenance an improvement in
the position of agricultural labourers.

Begar, Rabi Irrigation

Almost everywhere the depressed classes are desperately
poor. Many of them are in a state of peonage. In spite of the
Bihar Kamiauti Act of 1920, the Kamia continues to be the 'slave'
of his master. And the position of the harwaha and his proto-
types in other parts does not differ very much from that of the
Kamia. Their incomes being insufficient/ they are unable to es-
cape the clutches of the money-lender. Hence results peonage.
We have seen that even those who are comparatively debt-free
have to do begar for the Zamindar. The causes explaining the
persistence of begar have been analysed elsewhere and need

1  They can buy agricultural land only from a non-agriculturist.

2  pp. 78-79,

3  Kangra District Gazetteer, p. 180.